
 

 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

TR040011 

Applicant: North Somerset District Council 

 

5.1    Consultation Report and Appendices  

Appendices E1 to E4: Supporting documents relating to Section 42 formal 

consultation 

 

Planning Act 2008: Sections 37(3) 

 

Author: North Somerset District Council 

Date: November 2019 

 



 

 

Document Index 
 

E1 Section 46 Notification Letter to PINS 

E2 Acknowledgment of S46 notification 

E3 Example of pre-consultation letter providing advance notification of Section 
42 formal consultation to Section 42 consultees 

E4 Example of letter inviting comments on Section 42 formal consultation to 
Section 42 consultees 

Example of letter inviting comments on Section 42 formal consultation to 
non-statutory consultees 

Example of reminder letter to Section 42 consultees and non-statutory 
consultees 

Example of letters to the consultees identified in relation to each of the 
Additional Stage 2 Consultation periods 

 



 

 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

TR040011 

Applicant: North Somerset District Council 

 

5.1  –  Consultation Report and Appendices  

Appendix E1: Section 46 Notification Letter to PINS 

 

Planning Act 2008: Sections 37(3) 

 

Author: North Somerset District Council 

Date: November 2019 

 



 

 

  



MetroWest~

Gareth Leigh
Planning Inspectorate
Temple Quay House
Temple Quay
Bristol
BS1 6PN

My ref: MWP1/S46
Contact: James Willcock, Project Manager

Direct dial: 01934 426414
Email: James.Willcock(a~n-somerset.gov.uk

Address: MetroWest Phase 1
Highways and Transport
North Somerset Council

Town Hall
Weston-super-Mare

BS23 1 UJ

18 October 2017

Dear Gareth

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)

Consultation from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017

Section 42 Planning Act 2008

MetroWest Phase 1

The MetroWest project is a package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which is

being delivered by the West of England councils (North Somerset District Council, Bristol City Council,

South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with

Network Rail and Great Western Railway. The MetroWest proposals are being delivered in two phases,

Phase 1 and Phase 2.

As part of Phase 1 of the MetroWest proposals (MetroWest Phase 1), North Somerset District Council

(NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train services. NSDC is the

promoter of MetroWest Phase 1 on behalf of itself and the three other West of England councils.

The element of MetroWest Phase 1 comprising the re-opening of the railway from Portishead to Pill

comprises a "nationally significant infrastructure project" as defined under the Planning Act 2008 (the

2008 Act). As a result, NSDC is required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order

(DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate, who will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of

State.

Notice under Section 46 of fhe 2008 Act

Please treat this letter as notice to the Planning Inspectorate, under Section 46 of the 2008 Act, of

NSDC's proposed DCO application in relation to MetroWest Phase 1. In accordance with Section 46 of

Sath &North East Somerset. Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils
working together to improve your local transport



the 2008 Act, please find enclosed a USB flash drive of the following documents to be made available

to consultees, pursuant to NSDC's duty to consult under Section 42 of the 2008 Act, online at

www.travelwest. l nfo/metrowest:

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals,

enclosed in hard copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), including allon-Technical Summary of

the PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-

up as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened.

10. ANon-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Consultees can obtain paper copies of these documents by contacting NSDC by email at

metrowestCc~westofengland.orq, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock,

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way,

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of

documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive.

The period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 23 October 2017 to 4

December 2017.

Please note that on the enclosed USB flash drive of the MetroWest Section 42 consultation documents,

the PEIR includes the Appendix 9.6 Badger Survey Report, which is marked on the USB as

"CONFIDENTIAL." We will not publish Appendix 9.6 with the other consultation documents, and will

only provide it on a confidential basis to the appropriate statutory consultee bodies.

Bath &North East Somerset. Bristol. North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils
working together to improve your local transport



We would be grateful for your confirmation by return letter that this letter and the accompanying

documentation fully satisfy the requirements of Section 46 of the 2008 Act. If you wish to discuss this or

any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, please contact James Willcock, MetroWest

Phase 1 Project Manager by email to James.Willcock(c~n-somerset.gov.uk, or by post at North

Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1 UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully

James Willcock

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager

18 October 2017

Enclosures:

1. Notice under Section 48 of the 2008 Act.

2. USB flash drive of the MetroWest Section 42 Consultation Documents.

3. Index of USB flash drive at Enclosure 2.

Bath &North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils
working together to improve your local transport



Section 48 Planning Act 2008
Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)

Regulations 2009

PORTISHEAD BRANCH LINE (METROWEST PHASE 1) ORDER

NOTICE PUBLICISING A PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT
ORDER

Notice is hereby given that North Somerset District Council (the Applicant), of Town Hall,
Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset, BS23 1 UJ, proposes to apply
to the Secretary of State under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 for the above-mentioned
Development Consent Order (the Application).

The Application relates to the re-opening for passenger services of the railway branch line
between Portishead and Pill, North Somerset, and to works to improve the existing railway
line between Pill and Ashton Junction, Bristol (the Project). The Project is part of the
MetroWest Phase 1 programme to enhance the West of England's local rail network. The
Applicant is the promoter of the Project on behalf of itself and Bristol City Council, Bath &
North East Somerset Council and South Gloucestershire Council.

The proposed Development Consent Order will, amongst other things, authorise:

1. Construction of a 5.4km railway line from Portishead to Pill;
2. Anew railway station at Portishead, including a car park, pedestrian and cycle access,

and associated highways works;
3. A pedestrian bridge over the Portishead branch line near Trinity Anglican Methodist

Primary School, Portishead;
4. A permanent compound and rail access point at Sheepway, on the northern side of the

Portishead branch line and western side of Sheepway;
5. A temporary compound and haul road south of the Portishead branch line and north of

the Portbury Hundred highway;
6. Works to the existing bridleway forming part of National Cycle Network Route 26

between Portishead and Pill;
7. Temporary compounds and haul roads north of the Portishead branch line on the north

side of and beneath the M5 Motorway;
8. A temporary compound and haul road between the Portishead branch line and Lodway

Close, Pill;
9. Re-opening the railway station at Pill, including a car park, pedestrian and cycle access,

and associated highways works;
10. Works to the existing Portbury Freight Line between Royal Portbury Dock and Ashton

Junction, Bristol, including repairs and/or modifications to bridges, tunnels, culverts and
retaining walls, as well as replacement of track, sleepers and ballast;

11. A permanent compound at Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green, Pill;
12. A new compound and permanent railway access at Clanage Road, Bower Ashton;
13. A new pedestrian ramp next to the existing railway in the vicinity of the existing Ashton

Vale Road level crossing;
14. Closure of the footpath crossing over the existing railway at Barons Close in Bristol;
15. The permanent and/or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and/or rights for the

Project;
16. Powers for temporary and permanent traffic regulation orders on highways and streets;
17, Overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land for the Project°
18. Extinguishment of accommodation crossings;
19. The application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project including

legislation relating to compulsory purchase;



20. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, permits or consents as are
necessary and/or convenient.

The Project is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development, and an
Environmental Statement will be submitted as part of the Application.

The Applicant is consulting on its proposals for the Project. The consultation will take place
from Monday 23 October 2017 to Monday 4 December 2417. The following consultation
documents will be available for inspection free of charge from 23 October 2017 to 4
December 2017 at the locations and during the hours set out below:

1, MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of

the Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

2. Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), including allon-Technical

Summary of the PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential environmental

impacts.

3. Lane! Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

4. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs

proposed as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Perrr9anent ~'raffic Regulatioro Orders (Tl20s) Plan showing the permanent TROs

proposed as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or

stopped-up as part of the MetroWest Phase 7 DCO proposals.

8. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at

Portishead Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has

been re-opened.

9. ANon-Technical Summary of the draft Development Consent Order for the re-

opening of the Portishead branch line as park of MetroWest Phase 1 e

Location Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Castlewood 08-3d to 08-30 to 08-30 to 17- 08-30 to 08-30 to 'Closed Closed
NorEh 17-00 17-00 00 17-00 17-00

Somerset '~
Council
Office,
Tickenham i
Road, ~
Gevedon j
BS216FW

~~



Long Closed "09-30 to Closed 09-30 to Closed 09-30 to Closed

Ashton 12-30; 13- 12-30; 13- 13-00

Library, 30 to 17- 30 to 17-

Lovelinch 
00 (*10-00 00
on the 3rd

Gardens, Tuesday of
Long Ashton the month)
BS41 9AH

Piil Library, Closed 09-30 to Closed Closed 09-30 to 09-30 to Closed

Crockerne 12-30; 13- 12-30; 13-00

House, 30 to 17- 13-30 to

Underbanks, OQ 
17-00

Pill BSZO
OAT
Portishead Closed *09-30 to 09-30 to 17- 09-30 to 09-30 to 09-30 to 10-30 to

Library, 17-00 00 17-00 17-00 13-00 14-30

Horatio ('`10-00 on

House, 24 
the 

2nd

Harbour 
Tuesday of
the month)

Road,
Portishead
BS20 7AL
Weston- 08-30 to 08-30 to OS-30 to 20- 08-30 to QS-30 to d8-30 to Closed

super-Mare 20-00 20-00 d0 ~ 20-OQ 20-Od 19-Od

Library,
Town Hall,
Walliscote
Grove Road,
Weston-
super-Mare
BS23 1 UJ

Bedminster 10-00 to Closed 10-00 to 19- 10-00 to 10-00 to 10-00 to Closed

Library, 4 St 19-00 00 17-00 17-00 17-00

Peter's
Court,
Bedminster
Parade,
Bristol BS3
4AQ
Bristol 10-40 to 10-00 to Closed 10-00 to 10-00 to 10-00 to 13-00 to

Central "~ 9-00 19-00 19-00 17-00 1 r -QO 17-00

Library,
Co{lege
Green,
Bristol BS1
5TL

Marksbury Closed 10-00 to Closed 10-00 to Closed 11-00 to Closed

Road 17-00 17-00 17-00

Library,
Marksbury
Road,
Bedminster,
Bristol BS3



5LG
Citizen d9-00 to 09-00 to Q9-00 fo 1 r- 09-00 to 09-00 to ~ Closed C{os

Service 17-00 17-00 00 ~~~ 17-Od 17-00

Point.6ristol
City Council,
1 QO Temple
Street, BS1
6AG

The PElR and other consultation documents wil! be available online from 23 October 2017 at
www.traveiwes~.info/metrowest. Paper copies of the consultation documents can be obtained
by contacting the Applicant by email at metrowest(a~westofengland.orq, by telephone on 0117
922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of
England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable
copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of documents and £5
for an electronic copy on USB flash drive.

During the consultation period, members of the Project team will be available to answer
queries at public information events being held by the Applicant at the following locations and
times:

ed I

Location Event Date /Time
Somerset Hall, Public Information day Friday 10 November between 12.30pm —
The Precinct, 7.3Qpm
High Street,

~ Portishead BS20
a~1~-i
Engine Shed, Public Information Day Wednesday 15 November between
Station Approach, 12.30pm — 7.30pm
Temple Meads,
Bristol BS1 6QH
Trinity Anglican Public Information Day Tuesday 21 November between 1.30pm —
Methodist Primary 7.30pm
School, Marjoram
Way, Portishead,
Bristol BS20 7JF _ _~
Ashton Gate Public Information Day Wednesday 22 November between
Stadium, Ashton 12.30pm — 7.30pm
Road,
Bristol BS3 2EJ
Long Ashton Public Information Day Thursday 23 November between 3.30pm —
Community Centre, 7.30pm
Keedwell Nill,
Long Ashton. Bristol,

', BS41 9DP
Pill Community Public Information Day Friday 24 November between 12.30pm —
Centre, 7.30pm
Church Place, Pill,
Bristol, BS20 OAE _ _ _
Citizen Service Unmanned Public Monday 27 November —Friday 1 December
Point, Bristol City Information Exhibition between 9.00am — 5.00pm
Counci1,10Q Temple
St, Bristol BS1 6HT

If you have any responses to this consultation, or any other representations you would like
make or discuss in respect of the Project, you can submit your views in a number of ways:

• by completing the online feedback form at www.travelwest.info/metrowest;



• by email to metrowestCcDwestofengland.orq;

• by completing the paper feedback form available at the locations and public
information events during the consultation period as listed in the tables above; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of
England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

Any responses to or other representations in respect of the Project MUST (i) be received by
the Applicant on or before 4 December 2017; (ii) be made in writing; (iii) state the grounds of
the response or representation; (iv) indicate who is making the response or representation;
and (v) give an address to which correspondence relating to the response or representation
may be sent.

Responses and other representations will be made public; comments will not be attributed to
individuals and no personal details will be made public.

James Wilicock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, 19 October 2017.



MetroWest~
MetroWest Phase 1

Section 42 Consultation: October to December 2017

Index of USB Drive of Consultation Documents

Note: This Index shows the USB's Folders in bold, and the documents within them in italics.

1. Notice under Section 48 of the Planning Act 2008

Section 48 Notice

2. Consultation Leaflet

Metro West Stage Z Consultation Leaflet

3. Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)

Volume 1— PEIR Non-Technical Summary

Non-Technical5ummary Cover Sheet

Non-Technical Summary

Volume 2 — PEIR Main Report

Marn Report Cover Sheet (with Table of Contents)

Chapter 1 Introduction

Chapter 2 Description of The Study Area

Chapter 3 Scheme Development and Alternatives Considered

Chapter 4 Description of the Proposed Works

Chapter 5 Approach to the Environmenta/5tatement

Chapter 6 Planning Framework

Chapter 7 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases

Chapter 8 Cultural Heritage

Chapter 9 Ecology and Biodiversiiy

Chapter 10 Geology, Hydrogeology, Ground Conditions and Contaminated Land

Chapter 11 Landscape and Visual Impacts Assessment

Chapter 1Z Materials and Waste

Chapter 13 Noise and Vibration

Chapter 14 Socio-economics and Economic Regeneration

Chapter 15 Soits, Agriculture, Land Use and Assets

Chapter 16 Transport Access and Non-Motorised Users

Chapter 17 Water Resources, Drainage and Flood Risk

1



Chapter 18 !n-combination and Cumulative Effects Assessment

Chapter 19 Conclusions

Chapter 20 Glossary

~/oi~rrae 3 — PEIR ~aok of ~igs~res

i~cate; where the i~igures listed below (from "1-1" to "17-1") are described as "Embedded",

they car, be fo;~nu~ in the relevant PE1R Chapter.

Book of t=figures Cover Sheet (with Table of Contents)

1-.~ ~UfetroiNes~C Phases 1 and .Z, Embedded rn Volume 2 L~hapfer ~t

1-2 1liletroWe.st Phase 1, Embe~'ded in Volume 2 Chapter 1

1-~ Coccrtron Plan

y-4 Reference Flan, E; nbec~ded in Vatume Z Chapter 1

4-1 Reverence Plan, ~mbedc~ed in ~/otume 2 Chapt~r4

4-Z The C7C~ Scheme (Sheets (7 to 20J

4-3 Cccarion of the tunnels ~~n the existing opPratianal railiNav, Em.bedder~ ;n Volume 2

Chapter -1

4-~ Current line c~nfigurarion and lire speeds, Embedded in i/olume 2 Chapter 4

~-S Pr~pased line cr~nfigurcrfian and line spends to the QCC~ Scheme, Embedded in.

Volume 2 Chapter 4

~-5 ~ar_tishead Station Arefe~-red Option ;Sheet 1 of 3J

~-6 Portishead Station Pr~ferr~d Option (sheet 2 of 3)

4-o Portishea~ ~t~xtrorr Preferred Option (Sheet 3 of 3)

4-7 Portishead Station Visualisafiion (View 1 of 8)

4-?;~ortr.she~ad S~tatior~ Visuaiisa~~ion ; ti/ievv 2 of SJ

~-~ Portrshe~d Station Visualisation (View 3 of 8)

~k-7 s~ortishecrr~ 5tc~tfon Visualisation (iliew ~ ~f 8)

4-7 P~rrisr~e~d Station V;sur~Irsat,~vn {t~,~e~v 5 o~~BJ

4~- ~ ,°ort;shead .statio~~ tfisucziisation (1/iew & ~f 8J

4-? ~~~rtisheacl SC«tion Vi,u~liscttirn (v`iev~i 7 0~3)

4-7 ~~rr;;i~ear~ .~tatro~~ :~'fs~;al's:~rron (!i;evv 8 o,{8j

4 S ~~rrsr?eaci ~t,~rtrcr7 !~Y~t~ rr-~~~ G~pticn Trnrty ;r,~c~t.ar~~ce

~..~ .>,'1~~,:~vVrly :`l/Ir7t"rP»(af,!'~ ; rr'rl ~ r~C:, n~ + (_~ r ~p y f

-3 ~7~i'i'F;VU!~y r'~/1L71,~('o',t~,~ra rrr;IC~< '=~~:4:>S ;~::(1?r i:~P~',~~i' ~ O;f :?j



4-10 Portbury Hundred Construction Compound /Future Fieid Access

4-21 Nationaf Cycle ,4oute 26 Overbridge Cross Sections

4-12 Royal Portbury ,deck Read Equestrian Uncontrolled Crossing Ove~vre~N

4-.Z3 NaCronat Cycle Ro~.~te (NCN) 26 Sridle~nray _Fxt~nsion Under Ele+rated IV.~S

4-14 Pi(I Station °referred Option (Sheet 1 of 3J

4-14 Pilt Station Preferred Cption jSheet 2 of 3J

4-14 Pill Station Preferred Option (Sheet 3 of 3J

4-15 Pill Tunnel Access (Sheet' 1 o f 5)

4-15 PiU ~unnef Access ;Sheet 2 ~f Sj

4-15 Pi11 Tunnel Recess ("She,st 3 of 5J

4-15 Pill Tunnel Recess (Sheet 4 of S)

4-15 Pill Tunnel Access (Sheet 5 cf SJ

4-15 Clana~e Rr~ac~ Permanent Network Rail anc~ Construction Com,~ouf~d

4-17Asfator, Vale Road j Wint~rstol<e ~ioad

4-18 MetroV~lest Phase .T, Embedded in Volume 2 Chapter 4

6-1 Fr~tlironm,ental and Planning Constraints tegenc~

6-1 P/crnnrng Frameworl~ ("Sheets 1 to 5)

b-2 Committed ~evelepmen~t lSheets 1 to 5}

7-Z Air Quality Constraints

-Z Locations of North Some~~set (i1I5C) and Bristol C;ty Council (BCC) Monrtoriny Srte~

7-3 Locations of ,4eceptors (Sheets 1 to SJ

8-1 Cultural Heritage (Sheets 2 t~ .5)

9-1 Internatrona(ly Designated Sites

9-2 Statutory Designated Sites

~-3 nlon-Statutory ~Nildfife sifies rind Anclen~t Woor~land (Shee?s Z to 5J

9-4 ra~,ir~a S+.irveys (Sheets 1 t~ Z.iJ

1~-~? Ground Conditions jShee~is 1 to S)

11-1 Landscape Bcaseiin~ Ptc~ns (~n~ets 1 t~ ~)

11-Z indicative Site Specific 1 andsca~e Charrae~er~ An~~r~s

1_i-3 Visi.~al Er~vela,r~e ~n~' Rec~,~ters (sheets 1 ~o .5)

13-1 Noise I~leasr~~rerneF~t Leca~iors ,Sheets Z ~0 5j

1.~ J )11vi:sC' i-~~52s~;'~~"'t ?C~Ci7i:.+Dt~S i~(?2! tS _7 t0 7

~~- lL',r~'t.:;i/~~E?S~ ~,~1(~'iC~ l Ji:tt~+/ ~Y;~'7~ ("~"~'1C:.':CG~f'.~ %(? !~OIU,>";L ~ ~i'i~';ti~'.,"" ~

i ~ .,_:l~QiniC ~_'C`ti~i`~~ ~~rP; ~~zS ~ ;~Y~1~OY?`If~fl 0 ~~ 1 ~;Sa~7, ,~S' +~^~~ ~::l~P_~ i ~-~'~-X,



14-3 Urremployrr~e,nt; ate as a proportion ref all usual residents aged 15-74, imbedded

in Volume Z Chapter 24

14-4 Claimant count rate. 2004-16, Embedded rn Uolume 2 Chapter 14

1~-5 Employment deprivation, Embedded in Volume 2 Chapter 14

14-6 Skills, education and training deprivation, Embedded in Volume 2 Chapter 1~~

14-7 Incoir~e deprivation, Embedded in Volume 2 Chapter 14

15-1 Agricultural Holdings Affected by the Scheme at 5heepway

17-1 ~1lcter Features (Sheets 1 to 5)

~1~I~rs~e 4 — P~9~ T~~hr~4~~1 ~~~es~di~~s

Technical:gppendr`ees C~ver~heei !with T~bie of Contents)

(7.."L Construcfiion Dust Ass~s~ment — (1n~ler development and nor contained 1~er91

7.2 Air duality ~Modei(ing Methodology

7.3 ,fir Quality Model Verification

7.4 Air Q~,sality Modelling ,Results

8.1 Cu(t~~rr~l Heritage Gazetteer

8.Z ~chem~ inter-v;sibilitiY~

9.1 Extencler~ Phase 3 Habitat Survey

9.23at Technical Appendix

9.3A ;~rnitt~rology of Por~tbury lr~/harf ?Mature Reserve

~.3B Winter;nc~ bird surveys, Pill Marshes

y,~C; i~rnrtr'?oloc~y5urvev Report— i~11Cr-~ Sc,'7eduie

9.~ ~'rUat ~;~esrer~ Newt purvey Report

~.5 R2ptrie Su,-uey t~eport

9.5 Badger Sur~e;~ Report — CDN~iL?_FNTIAL

9.7 J~~rmic~ Survey Report

9.8 fitter S~,rrvey Report

~,~ VV~~ter i/ole Sr~rvey

9.10 Fl~~ra.S~,rrv~y: Avon Gorge VVood/crnds SACj,~vor~ i~loo~s aS~l

9.10 Flot-a Survay i=ig~rre 1 -The ~xter?i' of t;~e ~=i~ra aurveys

~.1~~ Flor:~r Sr.;rve~ Frgur~e ? - SAC Hc.citnts rn Avan ~~r~e

', ZI? !- rl til JtiYVF t~ /-'C]Ul"2 ? _ 1_rJC'7ti0(1 ~/~ t~{;i n ~1(_7I"l1".`i

~. Z~ ,r=.,'Or-.; .SUr'.ie j ;=lgurr~ =~ L7rstrrb~~*;vr~ ~f i/ti i~it~ ~aecr.f'1

?;~~.1`. E~l_S<:urC.75.a(f'Ct~riOi 5

.L~ c _..~ ;~ /rE'.'~V;



11.Z General Summer and Winter Views

11.3 Visual Impact Assessment

23.2 Noise ar~d Vibration

24..1 Equality impacr Assessment

24.2 Health Impact ~Issessrnent

16. Z Draft Transport Assessment

16.1 Draft Transport Assessment Appendices (A to QJ

(17.1 Fiaod Risk Assessment - Under development and not contained here)

(17.2 Vi/crier ~rame~~vorl< Directive Assessment - Under development and not

contained here)

17.3 Wader Receptors

17.4 Discharge Consents iUlaps

18.1 ,Matrfx 1 Ideniificction of 'ather development'

18.2 Matrr;r> Assessment Matrix

4, ~a~ad Mara

Land ,°Ian - Portishead Branch Line (NletroWest Phase 1 J

.;

Wor!<s P!an -The DCO Scheme (Sheets 1 to 20)

Vl/r~r4<s #plan lrasets

Clanage Road °ermanent Net~Nor!< Rail and Construction Compound

Figure 4-17 -Ashton Vale Road & W'rnterstoke t~oacl

~lationai Cycie Roue (NCH) 26 Brfdtevvey Exte~~sron Under ~levat~d MS

Pill S~tatron Preferred C~ptr~cn (Sheet 1 of 3)

f~iJJ 5tatian ;'referred C?pt;on (Shee1~ 2 of 3)

Afll Station ~referr~d option (Sheet 3 0~3)

Pill Tunnel Aec~ss (Sheet 2 of S)

Pill Tunnei Ac~r~ss (Sheet 2 of 51

Pill T~,~t~nei Access (Sher. 3 ~f

r~11 r t,~nne 1,~iccess (Sr??~t ~ ,~{ ~i

Dili runnel ~ccvs~ ('S~c ~ ~ ~ oT

`-~ t'`:✓iiY'% r'1';!?C~t'.~'a ~~':I'Sr:'iC'10/? ((:!?"1(?! ti/7!i' ~'t r'~~t,ii"C' t.-t;~,'~~,~~SS

~~



~ortishead Station Preferred Option (Sheet 1 of'3J

Por~tishead St~r~ion Preferred Option (sheet 2 of 3~

Portishead Station Preferred ~J,vtion (Sheet 3 of 3)

Royal P~rt~bury dock Road Equestrian Uncontro(!ed Crossing 0~✓ervie~N

Sheepway Maintenance Tracl<Access Point ;Sheet 1 of ZJ

Sheepvvay ,Maintenance Trick Access Point (Sheet 2 of ~)

PiII.St~ti'on i ~mpor%rYy Traffic r?er~u~latic~n Orders

,'dam Green ?"emporary Tr~,ffrc Regulation ~Jrders
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5.1  –  Consultation Report and Appendices  

Appendix E2: Acknowledgment of S46 notification 

 

Planning Act 2008: Sections 37(3) 

 

Author: North Somerset District Council 

Date: November 2019 

 



 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
James Willcock 
By email 

 

Your Ref:  

Our Ref: TR040011 

Date: 24 October 2017 
 

 
 
Dear Mr Willcock 
 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) – Section 46 and The Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (as 
amended) – Regulation 6 
 
Proposed application by North Somerset District Council for an Order 
Granting Development Consent for the Portishead Branch Line – MetroWest 
Phase 1 
 
Acknowledgement of receipt of information concerning proposed application  
 
Thank you for your letter of 18 October 2017 and the following documentation: 
 

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 
DCO proposals. 
 

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-
opening of the Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

 
3. Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), including allon-Technical 

Summary of the PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential 
environmental impacts. 
 

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 
 

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO 
proposals. 
 

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs 
proposed as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 
 

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs 
proposed as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

 
 

3/18 Eagle Wing 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol, BS1 6PN 

Customer Services: 
e-mail: 

0303 444 5000 
nienquiries@pins.gsi.gov.uk  
 

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk 



 

 
8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be 

diverted or stopped up as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 
 

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look 
like at Portishead Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead 
branch line has been re-opened. 
 

10.A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead 
branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 
 
 

I acknowledge that you have notified the Planning Inspectorate of the proposed 
application for an order granting development consent for the purposes of section 46 
of the PA2008 and supplied the information for consultation under section 42. The 
following reference number has been given to the proposed application, which I would 
be grateful if you would use in subsequent communications: 
 
TR040011 
 
I also acknowledge notification in accordance with Regulation 6 of the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (as amended) that 
you propose to provide an environmental statement in respect of the proposed 
development . 
 
I will be your point of contact for this application – my contact details are at the end 
of this letter. 
 
The role of the Planning Inspectorate in the application process is to provide 
independent and impartial advice about the procedures involved and to have open 
discussions with potential applicants, statutory bodies and others about the processes 
and requirements of the new regime. It is important that you keep us accurately 
informed of your timetable and any changes that occur. 
 
We will publish advice we give to you or other interested parties on our website and, if 
relevant, direct parties to you as the applicant. We are happy to meet at key 
milestones and/or provide advice as the case progresses through the pre-application 
stage. 
 
Once you have prepared draft documents we are able to provide technical advice, in 
particular on the draft development consent order, explanatory memorandum, the 
consultation report and any draft HRA. You may therefore wish to build this into your 
timetables. 
 
In the meantime, you may wish to have regard to the guidance and legislation 
material provided on our website including the Infrastructure Planning (Fees) 
Regulations 2010 (as amended) and associated guidance, which you will need to 
observe closely in establishing the correct fee to be submitted at the successive 
stages of the application process. 
 
When seeking to meet your pre-application obligations you should also be aware of 
your obligation under the Data Protection Act 1998 to process personal data fairly and 

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk 



 

lawfully. 
 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Emre Williams 
 
Emre Williams 
Case Manager  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advice may be given about applying for an order granting development consent or making representations about an 
application (or a proposed application). This communication does not however constitute legal advice upon which you can 
rely and you should obtain your own legal advice and professional advice as required. 
 
A record of the advice which is provided will be recorded on the National Infrastructure Planning website together with the 
name of the person or organisation who asked for the advice. The privacy of any other personal information will be protected 
in accordance with our Information Charter which you should view before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
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TR040011 
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5.1  –  Consultation Report and Appendices  

Appendix E3: Example of pre-consultation letter providing advance 

notification of Section 42 formal consultation to Section 42 consultees 

 

Planning Act 2008: Sections 37(3) 

 

Author: North Somerset District Council 

Date: November 2019 

 



 

 

  



 

Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

 

 
 
 
 My ref: 

Contact: 
Direct dial:  

Email: 
Address: 

MWP1/S42DETAILS  
Steven Penaluna 

01934 427692 
steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 

MetroWest Phase 1 
Highways and Transport 
North Somerset Council 

Town Hall 
Weston-super-Mare 

BS23 1UJ 
 

06 September 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Stakeholder 
 
CONFIRMATION OF DETAILS FOR PORTISHEAD BRANCH LINE (METROWEST PHASE 
1) SECTION 42 CONSULTATION 
 
North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for 
passenger train services as part of Phase 1 of the MetroWest proposals. 
 
You may recall we wrote to you in March 2017, having identified you as a consultee for the 
Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project.  
 
As set out in that letter, our Joint Transport Board determined to postpone the launch of the 
consultation at that time and take a staged approach to the delivery of the scheme.  It is now 
proposed that an initial passenger train service for the Portishead Line is promoted. Technical 
work has now been completed and has determined that an initial passenger service for the 
Portishead Line is feasible as an hourly or hourly service plus (45 minute service during the AM 
and PM peak, hourly off peak). After the reopening of the Portishead Line, there remains an 
ambition to provide a half hourly service; however this would be a separate project and would 
require separate funding, consents and major processes. 
 
As a statutory consultee on the Project pursuant to section 42 of the Planning Act 2008, we are 
now writing to advise you of our intention to begin the next phase of consultation in late 
October 2017 and will be contacting you formally in due course.  
 
As the project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 
2008 it requires a Development Consent Order (DCO). The DCO process requires us to 
consult with statutory consultees as well as the local communities, residents, businesses and 
organisations in the area before the application is submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. You 
may already have been contacted by the Planning Inspectorate in connection with our 

mailto:steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 

Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

 

proposals when it requested your comments on the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Scoping Report. 
 
Before writing to you in a formal capacity, we would like to ensure we have the correct details 
for you, and would ask if you could check the following are correct: 
 

1. The preferred method of contact is by email, but a posted letter can be arranged 
(if so please provide a postal address); 

2. The contact email address is the one you have received this to; and 
3. The default format for the consultation documents to be sent is electronically, 

either on CD or via a download link, rather than paper copies. 
 
If any of these are incorrect, please contact Steven Penaluna by 15th September 2017 on 
01934 427692 or steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
If you would like more information of the Project and the wider MetroWest Phase 1 scheme, a 
summary is attached. Further information is available on our website at 
www.travelwest.info/metrowest. In addition to this we will be holding a series of exhibitions at 
key locations during the consultation period which you are invited to attend. The dates and 
venues of these will be confirmed when we write to you in October 2017. 
 
In the meantime if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
James Willcock 
MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

mailto:steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk
http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
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5.1  –  Consultation Report and Appendices  

Appendix E4: Example of letter inviting comments on Section 42 formal 

consultation to Section 42 consultees 

 

Planning Act 2008: Sections 37(3) 

 

Author: North Somerset District Council 

Date: November 2019 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Covering email accompanying the S42, S42 (additional) and S43 consultees that 
requested to be served by email for the:  

 

Stage 2 Consultation 

 

23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017 

 

  



1

Steven Penaluna

From: Steven Penaluna
Sent: 19 October 2017 21:07
To: Steven Penaluna (Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk)
Subject: Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 1) section 42 consultation notification
Attachments: MetroWest Phase 1 Section 42 Notification.pdf

Dear Stakeholder 

North Somerset District Council as the promoter of the Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 
1) Development Consent Order is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with
statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. The attached 
letter is sent to you as a statutory consultee as prescribed under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. 

Kind regards 

Steven Penaluna  
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Development & Environment 
North Somerset Council 

Tel: 01934 427692  
E-Mail: steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk
Post: Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ
Web: www.n-somerset.gov.uk / www.travelwest.info  



1

Steven Penaluna

From: Steven Penaluna
Sent: 19 October 2017 21:07
To: Steven Penaluna (Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk)
Subject: Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 1) consultation notification
Attachments: MetroWest Phase 1 Notification.pdf

Dear Stakeholder 
 
North Somerset District Council as the promoter of the Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 
1) Development Consent Order is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 
statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. The attached 
letter and its enclosed notice are provided to you to explain how you can take part in the 
consultation, if you wish to do so. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Steven Penaluna  
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Development & Environment 
North Somerset Council 
 
Tel: 01934 427692  
E-Mail: steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
Post: Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ  
Web: www.n-somerset.gov.uk / www.travelwest.info  

 
 



1

Steven Penaluna

From: Steven Penaluna
Sent: 19 October 2017 21:04
To: Steven Penaluna (Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk)
Subject: Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 1) section 43 consultation notification
Attachments: MetroWest Phase 1 Section 43 Notification.pdf

Dear Stakeholder 
 
North Somerset District Council as the promoter of the Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 
1) Development Consent Order is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 
statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. The attached 
letter is sent to you as a statutory local authority consultee as prescribed under Section 43 of the 
2008 Act. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Steven Penaluna  
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Development & Environment 
North Somerset Council 
 
Tel: 01934 427692  
E-Mail: steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
Post: Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ  
Web: www.n-somerset.gov.uk / www.travelwest.info  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Stage 2 Consultation 

 

23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017



Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire 
councils working together to improve your local transport 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My ref: 
Contact: 

Direct dial:  
Email: 

Address: 

MWP1/S42 
James Willcock 
01934 426414 

metrowest@westofengland.org  
West of England Councils MetroWest 

3 Rivergate 
Temple Way 

Bristol 
BS1 6ER 

  
19 October 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Stakeholder 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017  

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a statutory consultee as prescribed under Section 42 of the 2008 Act.   

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West 

of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and North East 

Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

You may have been contacted by PINS in connection with our proposals for MetroWest Phase 1 when 

PINS requested your comments on NSDC’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report.  In 

August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the EIA being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1


Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire 
councils working together to improve your local transport 

 

results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

(PEIR).   

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents  

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, 

enclosed in hard copy with this letter. 

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the 

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential 

environmental impacts. 

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-

up as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead 

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened. 

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as 

part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of 

documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

Providing these documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 2008 Act, 

and the period for consideration and response to them will run from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 4 December 2017.     

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire 
councils working together to improve your local transport 

 

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest 

Phase 1, you can submit your views: 

 by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or 

 by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England 

Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. 

We look forward to hearing from you.   

Yours faithfully  

 
James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

19 October 2017 

 

Enclosure: Notice under Section 48 of the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My ref:
Contact:

Direct dial: 
Email:

Address:

MWP1/S42A
James Willcock
01934 426414

metrowest@westofengland.org 
West of England Councils MetroWest

3 Rivergate
Temple Way

Bristol
BS1 6ER

 
19 October 2017

 
 
Dear  

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017  

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train 

services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” 

as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is required to submit an 

application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). PINS will examine 

the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with statutory 

consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter and its enclosed notice 

are provided to you to explain how you can take part in the consultation, if you wish to do so. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest package 

of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West of England 

councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and North East Somerset 

Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

To inform the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, in August 

2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR).  



Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

 

Feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise our 

application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations already 

made, will be reported to PINS when the application for the DCO is submitted.  

Consultation Documents  

We are making copies of the following consultation documents available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in 

hard copy with this letter. 

1. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the Portishead 

branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

2. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential 

environmental impacts. 

3. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

4. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

5. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part of 

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

6. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as part of 

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

8. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead 

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened. 

9. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as part of 

MetroWest Phase 1. 

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, MetroWest 

Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. 

A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of documents and £5 for 

an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

The consultation will run from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017. Accordingly, please respond with any 

comments via the methods below by 4 December 2017.     

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 

1, you can submit your views: 

 online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest; 



Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

 

 by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or 

 by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils 

MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. 

We look forward to hearing from you.   

Yours faithfully 

  

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

19 October 2017 

 

Enclosure: Notice under Section 48 of the 2008 Act. 

 

  



Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire 
councils working together to improve your local transport 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My ref: 
Contact: 

Direct dial:  
Email: 

Address: 

MWP1/S43 
James Willcock 
01934 426414 

metrowest@westofengland.org  
West of England Councils MetroWest 

3 Rivergate 
Temple Way 

Bristol 
BS1 6ER 

  
19 October 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Stakeholder 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017  

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a statutory local authority consultee as prescribed under Section 43 of the 2008 Act.   

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West 

of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and North East 

Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.    

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

You may have been contacted by PINS in connection with our proposals for MetroWest Phase 1 when 

PINS requested your comments on NSDC’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report.  In 

August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the EIA being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1


Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire 
councils working together to improve your local transport 

 

results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

(PEIR).   

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents  

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, 

enclosed in hard copy with this letter. 

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the 

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential 

environmental impacts. 

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-

up as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead 

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened. 

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as 

part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of 

documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

Providing these documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 2008 Act, 

and the period for consideration and response to them will run from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 4 December 2017.     

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire 
councils working together to improve your local transport 

 

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest 

Phase 1, you can submit your views: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or 

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England 

Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. 

We look forward to hearing from you.   

 

Yours faithfully  

 
James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

19 October 2017 

 

Enclosure: Notice under Section 48 of the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Template letter to Section 44 consultees (persons with an interest in land) 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [Sir / Madam] 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent on 

behalf of NSDC to you as a person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry 

information) has an interest in some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the 

Portishead branch line.   

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals,

enclosed in hard copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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3. Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), including a Non-Technical Summary of

PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of 

documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

Providing these documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 2008 Act, 

and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 23 October 2017 to 4 

December 2017.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 4 December 2017. 

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest 

Phase 1, you can submit your views in a number of ways: 

• by completing the online feedback form at www.travelwest.info/metrowest;

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org;

• by completing the paper feedback form available at the drop-in sessions during the consultation

period as listed in the table below; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England

Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

Drop-in Sessions and Unmanned Exhibition 

During the consultation period, NSDC will be holding drop-in sessions as public information events. At 

the drop-in sessions,  members of the MetroWest Phase 1 project team will be available to answer your 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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consultation queries.  The details of the location and time of these drop-in sessions and a further 

unmanned exhibition are:  

Location Event Date / Time 

Somerset Hall,  
The Precinct,  
High Street, Portishead 
BS20 6AH 

Public 
Information Day 

Friday 10 November between 12.30pm – 7.30pm 

Engine Shed,  
Station Approach, 
Temple Meads, 
Bristol BS1 6QH 

Public 
Information Day 

Wednesday 15 November between 12.30pm – 7.30pm 

Trinity Anglican Methodist 
Primary School ,Marjoram 
Way, Portishead, 
Bristol BS20 7JF 

Public 
Information Day 

Tuesday 21 November between 1.30pm – 7.30pm 

Ashton Gate Stadium, 
Ashton Road, 
Bristol BS3 2EJ 

Public 
Information Day 

Wednesday 22 November between 12.30pm – 7.30pm 

Long Ashton Community 
Centre, Keedwell Hill, 
Long Ashton, Bristol, 
BS41 9DP 

Public 
Information Day 

Thursday 23 November between 3.30pm – 7.30pm 

Pill Community Centre, 
Church Place, Pill, Bristol, 
BS20 0AE 

Public 
Information Day 

Friday 24 November between 12.30pm – 7.30pm 

Citizen Service Point, 
Bristol City Council,100 
Temple St, Bristol BS1 6HT 

Unmanned 
exhibition 

Monday 27 November – Friday 1 December between 
9.00am – 5.00pm 

If you wish to discuss this consultation, require further copies of the documentation or have any other 

issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

19 October 2017 

Enclosure: Notice under Section 48 of the 2008 Act. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: land affected by proposed TROs 

 

7 December 2017 to 15 January 2018



Template letter to Section 44 consultees (persons with an interest in land) 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [Sir / Madam] 

Ref: Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) – Land known as xxxx 

Consultation from 7th December 2017 to 15th January 2018 

As you may be aware, North Somerset Council proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for 

passenger train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally 

significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act. As a result, NSC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning 

Inspectorate (PINS).  

Ardent is instructed by NSC to identify and engage with potentially affected landowners. As part of 

this exercise, it has come to our attention that you have an interest in land, described above, to be 

affected by  proposed Traffic Restriction Orders (TRO) in the current DCO scheme.  

NSC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage  and is  consulting with statutory 

consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to you as 

a statutory consultee as prescribed under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. 

The principal consultation period for our proposals closed on 4 December 2017.  We are now 

compiling a report on that consultation and considering responses received.  The design of the project 

will evolve until we make our application to the Secretary of State in Q2 2018. 

Although the consultation period has closed we are still able to consider any responses that you wish 

to make.  Your response, if you make one, will be taken in to account as if you had made it during the 

principal consultation period.   It would help us if you could please submit your views by Monday 15 

January 2018. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

You may have been contacted by PINS in connection with our proposals for MetroWest Phase 1 

when PINS requested your comments on NSDC’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping 

Report.  In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be 

viewed online at https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-

branch-line-metrowest-phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the EIA being carried out for 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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MetroWest Phase 1, and the results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we 

finalise our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any 

representations you have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

 Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals,

enclosed in hard copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's

potential environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or

stopped-up as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at

Portishead Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-

opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple 

Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full 

suite of documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest 

Phase 1, you can submit your views: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of

England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Charlotte Potts  

Consultant  
Ardent Management  
On behalf of North Somerset Council 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Unidentified Pipeline, Portishead 

 

18 December 2017 to 26 January 2018



Template letter to Section 44 consultees (persons with an interest in land) 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [Sir / Madam] 

Ref: Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) – Oil pipeline, Harbour Road, Portishead, Bristol 

Consultation from 18th December 2017 to 26th January 2018 

As you may be aware, North Somerset Council (NSC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line 

for passenger train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally 

significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act. As a result, NSC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS).  

Ardent is instructed by NSC to identify and engage with potentially affected landowners. As part of this 

exercise, it has come to our attention that you have an interest in land, described above, to be affected 

by the current DCO scheme.  

NSC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage and is consulting with statutory 

consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to you as 

a statutory consultee as prescribed under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. 

The principal consultation period for our proposals closed on 4 December 2017.  We are now compiling 

a report on that consultation and considering responses received.  The design of the project will evolve 

until we make our application to the Secretary of State in Q2 2018. 

Although the consultation period has closed, we are still able to consider any responses that you wish 

to make.  Your response, if you make one, will be taken in to account as if you had made it during the 

principal consultation period.   It would help us if you could please submit your views by Friday 26 

January 2018. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 



West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

You may have been contacted by PINS in connection with our proposals for MetroWest Phase 1 when 

PINS requested your comments on NSDC’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online 

at https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-

metrowest-phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the EIA being carried out for MetroWest Phase 

1, and the results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR).   

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we 

finalise our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any 

representations you have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents  

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals,

enclosed in hard copy with this letter.

1. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

2. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's

potential environmental impacts.

3. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

4. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or

stopped-up as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at

Portishead Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-

opened.

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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9. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite 

of documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest 

Phase 1, you can submit your views: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of

England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully 

Charlotte Potts  

Consultant  
Ardent Management  
On behalf of North Somerset Council 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: EqIA identified 

 

26 January 2018 to 27 February 2018



Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

My ref: 
Contact: 

Direct dial: 
Email: 

Address: 

MWP1/S42EQ 
James Willcock 
01934 426414 

metrowest@westofengland.org 
West of England Councils MetroWest 

3 Rivergate 
Temple Way 

Bristol 
BS1 6ER 

26 January 2018 

Dear Stakeholder 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation on project proposals 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train 

services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” 

as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is required to submit an 

application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). PINS will examine 

the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with statutory 

consultees and the community on its proposals. This letter is provided to you to explain how you can take part 

in the consultation, if you wish to do so. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest package 

of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West of England 

councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and North East Somerset 

Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

To inform the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, in August 

2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR).  

NSDC carried out a round of formal consultation with statutory consultees and the community in October 2017. 

However we are keen to hear any views that you may have on the project. Whilst we welcome comments on 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

all aspects, you are invited to specifically consider Portishead and Pill Station proposals and their associated 

infrastructure, construction impacts, and the effects to associated pedestrian / cycle paths (details of which are 

set out in the PEIR at chapter 4). 

Any feedback you may have will be considered before we finalise our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise 

MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations already made, will be reported to PINS when the 

application for the DCO is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We have made copies of the following consultation documents available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed

with this letter for information only.  This was published in October 2017, at the same time as the formal

consultation.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the Portishead

branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part of

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as part of

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as part of

MetroWest Phase 1.

Please note that the hard copy documents are no longer available at the libraries listed in the formal notice.  

However, paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, MetroWest 

Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER. 

A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of documents and £5 for 

an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

We are inviting comments from you on the project proposals by 27 February 2018. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire councils 
working together to improve your local transport 

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 

1, you can submit your views: 

 by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

 by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils

MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

To assist your response, we would also like to offer you a meeting with members of the project team should 

you wish to go through the documentation and any queries you may have. If so, please contact the team to 

arrange a convenient time. 

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

26 January 2018 

Enclosure: Notice under Section 48 of the 2008 Act. 
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Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Extension of Stage 2 Consultation (for 

consultees that did not respond to Stage 2 Consultation) 

 

1 February 2018 to 3 March 2018



1

Steven Penaluna

From: Steven Penaluna
Sent: 30 January 2018 17:12
To: Steven Penaluna
Subject: Re: Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 1) consultation notification
Attachments: MetroWest Phase 1 Notification.pdf

Dear Stakeholder 

North Somerset District Council wrote to you on 19th October 2017 in relation to our statutory 
consultation on the proposals to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train services 
(MetroWest Phase 1), as required under section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. A copy of the letter 
is attached.   

We do not have record of a response from you. We are therefore contacting you again to 
ensure that you received the previous correspondence and have had time to consider our 
proposals. We would politely ask you to consider the following:  

• If you do not have any comments in relation to the proposals, we would be grateful if you
could send us a short email to this effect for our records.

• If you do wish to respond, details of how to do so are included in the letter. Please could
we ask that any comments are received as soon as possible and in any event before 1st 

March 2018 as we are finalising our application for submission to the Planning 
Inspectorate.

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Kind regards 

Steve   

From: Steven Penaluna  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 9:07 PM 
To: Steven Penaluna (Steven.Penaluna@n‐somerset.gov.uk) <Steven.Penaluna@n‐somerset.gov.uk> 
Subject: Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 1) consultation notification 

Dear Stakeholder 

North Somerset District Council as the promoter of the Portishead branch line (MetroWest Phase 
1) Development Consent Order is now at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with
statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. The attached 
letter and its enclosed notice are provided to you to explain how you can take part in the 
consultation, if you wish to do so. 

Kind regards 

Steven Penaluna  
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Development & Environment 
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North Somerset Council 
 
Tel:                01934 427692  
E-Mail:          steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
Post:             Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ  
Web:           www.n-somerset.gov.uk / www.travelwest.info  

 
 



My ref: 
Contact: 

Direct dial: 
Email: 

Address: 

MWP1/S42FOL 
James Willcock 
01934 426414 

metrowest@westofengland.org 
West of England Councils MetroWest 

3 Rivergate 
Temple Way 

Bristol 
BS1 6ER 

30 January 2018 

Dear Stakeholder 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Response to consultation on project proposals 

North Somerset District Council wrote to you on 19th October 2017 in relation to our statutory consultation on the 

proposals to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train services (MetroWest Phase 1), as required 

under section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. A copy of the letter is enclosed.   

We do not have record of a response from you. We are therefore contacting you again to ensure that you 

received the previous correspondence and have had time to consider our proposals. We would politely ask you to 

consider the following:  

• If you do not have any comments in relation to the proposals, we would be grateful if you could send us a

short email or letter to this effect for our records.

• If you do wish to respond, details of how to do so are included in the letter. Please could we ask that any

comments are received as soon as possible and in any event before 3rd March 2018 as we are finalising

our application for submission to the Planning Inspectorate.

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

30 January 2018 

Enclosure: MetroWest Phase 1 consultation notification letter 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Ashton Vale Industrial Estate (Level 

Crossing Works Impacts) 

 

19 February 2018 to 24 March 2018 
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Monday 19th February 2018 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY POST 

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation regarding proposals in the vicinity of Ashton Vale Road 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services.  NSDC is the promoter of MetroWest Phase 1 on behalf of itself and the three other West 

of England councils (Bristol City, Bath and North East Somerset and South Glos. Councils).   

The element of MetroWest Phase 1 comprising the re-opening of the railway from Portishead to Pill 

comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 (the 

2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order 

(DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), who will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary 

of State.   

Previous Consultations with you on MetroWest Phase 1 

In August 2015 PINS published its Scoping Opinion for MetroWest Phase 1, which can be viewed on the 

website at https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-

metrowest-phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s 

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

NSDC consulted with statutory consultees on the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals, as required under 

Section 42 of the 2008 Act, in October–December 2017.    This was part of our second round of 

consultation on the whole project.    

Feedback is now being considered before we finalise our application to PINS for a DCO seeking powers 

for MetroWest Phase 1.  Pre application consultation outcomes also will be reported to PINS when the 

application is submitted.  Representations you have already made will be reported in our Consultation 

Report.   We will also consider any further representations we receive between now and the application 

for the DCO being submitted.   

We have also engaged in additional consultation rounds with you and your neighbours, to assist us in our 

decision on whether a new access road to the Ashton Vale Road Industrial Estate could be provided as 

part of the DCO process.   

When we wrote to you in September 2017 we informed you that, a result of budget constraints and 

feedback from landowners, we have scaled back our proposals for trains using the Portishead Branch 

Line.  Our proposals are to now provide a scheme that envisages the train operator running up to 20 

passenger trains in each direction per day, compared with our original proposition to plan for a half hourly 

service of up to 36 trains in each direction per day. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Based on our revised proposals, we are confident the existing highway network can continue to function 

well, subject to minor modifications to the Winterstoke Road/Ashton Vale Road junction. 

In our letter in September 2017 we also informed you that we would not be scheduling owners and 

occupiers of Ashton Vale Road in the Book of Reference we must submit with the application for 

development consent. This decision was based on our understanding of the modelling we have carried 

out for our proposals at Ashton Vale Road.   

As some owners have indicated their wish to be consulted formally we have decided to schedule all 

Ashton Vale Road owners and occupiers in the Book of Reference, so that those that wish to be included 

in the DCO examination process are  more able to be kept informed of progress on the DCO.   

Our Current proposals for Ashton Vale Road 

Our traffic experts' conclusions are that, with works to Winterstoke Road and the addition of a "MOVA" 

system being installed to control the phasing of the traffic lights, the junction of Ashton Vale Road and 

Winterstoke Road will not be significantly adversely affected by the additional trains crossing Ashton Vale 

Road at the level crossing.  Our analysis shows that the junction should function in a similar way to how it 

works at present when the additional train services operate. 

At peak times the modelling suggests a small additional wait time may occur for vehicles leaving the 

Ashton Vale Road estate if a train is passing at that time, based on current road traffic movements.  Any 

additional queuing is predicted to disperse within a short time period and the Winterstoke Road/Ashton 

Vale Road junction will quickly revert to a situation very similar to the current levels of waiting at red lights 

at the junction.  Out of peak periods, the revised junction should result in improvements to traffic flows 

compared with the current level of waiting times at the junction.  

In addition to the new left turn lane for vehicles turning from Winterstoke Road from the south into Ashton 

Vale Road, we intend to coordinate the level crossing's operations with the operation of the existing 

traffic lights at the Winterstoke Road/Ashton Vale Road junction. 

Whilst works to the traffic light sequencing and a left turn lane for traffic from Winterstoke Road in to 

Ashton Vale Road are proposed, there is no need for substantial work to the level crossing over Ashton 

Vale Road itself.  The level crossing is already a fully gated, operator controlled level crossing with 

CCTV.   

NSDC is now discussing with Bristol City Council the best way forward for implementing works to 

Winterstoke Road.  . As the works should be relatively minor in nature, any disruption to the highway of 

Ashton Vale Road during construction should be limited. .   

Once the MetroWest Phase 1 services are running, the new "MOVA" system for traffic light control will 

operate to co-ordinate barrier down time with traffic light phasing.  As a result additional queuing caused 

by the additional trains crossing Ashton Vale Road will be minor. 

Further proposed works in the vicinity that we are considering include: 

(a) A new pedestrian ramp to link Ashton Vale Road and the A370 Brunel Way – this is being 

provided for as an alternative pedestrian and cycle route for users not wishing to cross the level 
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crossing, or not wishing to wait until the level crossing barriers are raised.  It would  be located 

on Network Rail land, between Babcock's premises and Network Rail's running line. 

(b) Minor tying in works will be required where the new path leading to the ramp meets Ashton Vale 

Road. 

(c) The pedestrian route will extend south of Ashton Vale Road to the location of the current Ashton 

Containers level crossing (also known as Barons Close level crossing).  This pedestrian and 

cycle route will be on the service road route being provided by the Ashton Vale to Temple Meads 

MetroBus scheme.  As a result of the pedestrian crossing movements, minor variations to the 

stop lines and traffic signals at Ashton Vale Road, on the western side of the level crossing, may 

also be required. 

(d) It is proposed that the pedestrian level crossing known as Ashton Containers crossing, which 

connects to the highway of Barons Close, will be permanently shut.  

A plan showing the proposed works in the vicinity of Ashton Vale Road is provided below. 

Additional Consultation for Ashton Vale Road owners and occupiers 

Whilst we will continue to consider representations already received during MetroWest Phase One’s 

Stage 2 consultation process that took place between October and December 2017, the impacts of the 

works described above may be something you would wish to provide your views on.  We anticipate that 

overall there will be limited disruption as a result of the proposed works being constructed, but we want 

to make sure that we get our approach right, so as to cause as little inconvenience as possible to owners 



4A_38125569_1 4 

and occupiers on the Ashton Vale Road Industrial Estate, as well as consider your thoughts on the 

project overall. 

We are also keen to understand the best sequencing for our construction proposals.  This will allow us to 

understand if it is better to have fewer, shorter interruptions of traffic, or whether we carry out works for a 

longer period of time, but with less impact on Ashton Vale Road. 

We have set out at Appendix 1 a series of questions we would like to receive answers on, to better frame 

our construction strategy.  We also set out here our thinking on the following points included in Appendix 

1: 

a. When is the best time of day for works on Ashton Vale Road?

We anticipate that you would prefer that we work only outside of normal trading hours and at weekends.  

It would be helpful if you could tell us what requirements you have for access between 6pm and 6am on 

a daily basis. 

b. Do you open at weekends?  Would our limiting access for periods of time at weekends substantially

affect you? 

It will help us to understand how often you do require access at weekends.  If so, is this requirement 

throughout the weekend or at set times? 

c. Would a 14  day prior notice of weekend or night time closures of the highway reduce the impact of

any temporary closure on you? 

We are considering how much notice occupiers will need of works requiring temporary closures of the 

highway, if any closures are needed for any of the proposed works. 

d. Are there any other matters that are a concern to you during the construction phase of MetroWest

Phase 1? 

Please let us know any other considerations you would wish to make us aware of. 
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Consultation Documents  

To assist you, we are re-providing copies of the following consultation documents: 

1 PEIR non-technical Summary (available online at www.metrowestphase1.org/peir). 

2 PEIR (available online at www.metrowestphase1.org/peir). 

3 Formal notice of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals (enclosed with this letter) at Appendix 

3. 

Additional documents available on line at www.metrowestphase1.org are: 

1 Land plans showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

2 Plans illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

3 Plans showing the proposed Traffic Regulation Orders that will be included as part of the 

MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

4 A summary of the principal provisions of the proposed Development Consent Order. 

5 A consultation leaflet outlining the principal components of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO 

proposals. 

6 Plans showing the public rights of way to be diverted or stopped-up as part of the MetroWest 

Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7 Visualisations illustrating what illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals 

will look like at Portishead Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead 

branch line has been re-opened. 

8 The VISSIM (traffic modelling) report, available as Appendix P in Chapter 16 of the PEIR (direct 

link is https://metrowestphase1.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/appendix-p-vissim-modelling.pdf). 

9 Video simulations showing traffic impacts from the modelling are also available from 

https://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-1  

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only from 

19 February to 24 March 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple Quay, Temple Back East, 

Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for George Morton Jack if seeking to 

inspect the documents. 

A list of our questions for you is provided at Appendix 1.  We will consider any additional representations 

you make on MetroWest Phase 1. 

http://www.metrowestphase1.org/peir
http://www.metrowestphase1.org/peir
http://www.metrowestphase1.org/
https://metrowestphase1.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/appendix-p-vissim-modelling.pdf
https://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-1
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Please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 24 March 2018.     

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views in a number of ways: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, please 

contact us by email to metrowest@westofengland.org or by post addressed to James Willcock, Project 

Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-

super-Mare, BS23 1UJ. 

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosed:  
Appendix 1: List of questions 
Appendix 2: Previous correspondence from March 2017 and September 2017 
Appendix 3: Formal notice of the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Appendix 1: List of Questions 

a. When is the best time of day for works on Ashton Vale Road?

We anticipate that you would prefer that we work only outside of normal trading hours and at weekends.  

It would be helpful if you could tell us what requirements you have for access between 6pm and 6am on 

a daily basis. 

b. Do you open at weekends?  Would our limiting access for periods of time at weekends substantially

affect you? 

It will help us to understand how often you do require access at weekends.  If so, is this requirement 

throughout the weekend or at set times? 
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c. Would a 14 day prior notice of weekend or night time closures of the highway reduce the impact of any

temporary closure on you? 

d. Are there any other matters that are a concern to you during the construction phase of MetroWest

Phase 1? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Ashton Vale Industrial Estate (Level 

Crossing Works Impacts) - reissued following 'Return to Sender' 

 

9 March 2018 to 13 April 2018 



Friday 9th March 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation regarding proposals in the vicinity of Ashton Vale Road 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services.  NSDC is the promoter of MetroWest Phase 1 on behalf of itself and the three other West 

of England councils (Bristol City, Bath and North East Somerset and South Glos. Councils).   

The element of MetroWest Phase 1 comprising the re-opening of the railway from Portishead to Pill 

comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 (the 2008 

Act).  As a result, NSDC is required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to 

the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), who will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.   

Previous Consultations with you on MetroWest Phase 1 

In August 2015 PINS published its Scoping Opinion for MetroWest Phase 1, which can be viewed on the 

website at https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-

metrowest-phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s 

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

NSDC consulted with statutory consultees on the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals, as required under Section 

42 of the 2008 Act, in October–December 2017.    This was part of our second round of consultation on 

the whole project.    

Feedback is now being considered before we finalise our application to PINS for a DCO seeking powers 

for MetroWest Phase 1.  Pre application consultation outcomes also will be reported to PINS when the 

application is submitted.  Representations you have already made will be reported in our Consultation 

Report.   We will also consider any further representations we receive between now and the application 

for the DCO being submitted.   

We have also engaged in additional consultation rounds with you and your neighbours, to assist us in our 

decision on whether a new access road to the Ashton Vale Road Industrial Estate could be provided as 

part of the DCO process.   

When we wrote to Ashton Vale area stakeholders in September 2017 (see Appendix 2 to this letter), we 

stated that a result of budget constraints and feedback from landowners, we have scaled back our 

proposals for trains using the Portishead Branch Line.  Our proposals are to now provide a scheme that 

envisages the train operator running up to 20 passenger trains in each direction per day, compared with 

our original proposition to plan for a half hourly service of up to 36 trains in each direction per day. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1


Based on our revised proposals, we are confident the existing highway network can continue to function 

well, subject to minor modifications to the Winterstoke Road/Ashton Vale Road junction. 

In our letter in September 2017 (at Appendix 2) we also stated that we would not be scheduling owners 

and occupiers of Ashton Vale Road in the Book of Reference we must submit with the application for 

development consent. This decision was based on our understanding of the modelling we have carried out 

for our proposals at Ashton Vale Road.   

As some owners have indicated their wish to be consulted formally we have decided to schedule all Ashton 

Vale Road owners and occupiers in the Book of Reference, so that those that wish to be included in the 

DCO examination process are  more able to be kept informed of progress on the DCO.   

Our Current proposals for Ashton Vale Road 

Our traffic experts' conclusions are that, with works to Winterstoke Road and the addition of a "MOVA" 

system being installed to control the phasing of the traffic lights, the junction of Ashton Vale Road and 

Winterstoke Road will not be significantly adversely affected by the additional trains crossing Ashton Vale 

Road at the level crossing.  Our analysis shows that the junction should function in a similar way to how it 

works at present when the additional train services operate. 

At peak times the modelling suggests a small additional wait time may occur for vehicles leaving the 

Ashton Vale Road estate if a train is passing at that time, based on current road traffic movements.  Any 

additional queuing is predicted to disperse within a short time period and the Winterstoke Road/Ashton 

Vale Road junction will quickly revert to a situation very similar to the current levels of waiting at red lights 

at the junction.  Out of peak periods, the revised junction should result in improvements to traffic flows 

compared with the current level of waiting times at the junction.  

In addition to the new left turn lane for vehicles turning from Winterstoke Road from the south into Ashton 

Vale Road, we intend to coordinate the level crossing's operations with the operation of the existing 

traffic lights at the Winterstoke Road/Ashton Vale Road junction. 

Whilst works to the traffic light sequencing and a left turn lane for traffic from Winterstoke Road in to 

Ashton Vale Road are proposed, there is no need for substantial work to the level crossing over Ashton 

Vale Road itself.  The level crossing is already a fully gated, operator controlled level crossing with 

CCTV.   

NSDC is now discussing with Bristol City Council the best way forward for implementing works to 

Winterstoke Road.  . As the works should be relatively minor in nature, any disruption to the highway of 

Ashton Vale Road during construction should be limited. .   

Once the MetroWest Phase 1 services are running, the new "MOVA" system for traffic light control will 

operate to co-ordinate barrier down time with traffic light phasing.  As a result additional queuing caused 

by the additional trains crossing Ashton Vale Road will be minor. 

Further proposed works in the vicinity that we are considering include: 

(a) A new pedestrian ramp to link Ashton Vale Road and the A370 Brunel Way – this is being 

provided for as an alternative pedestrian and cycle route for users not wishing to cross the level 



crossing, or not wishing to wait until the level crossing barriers are raised.  It would  be located 

on Network Rail land, between Babcock's premises and Network Rail's running line. 

(b) Minor tying in works will be required where the new path leading to the ramp meets Ashton Vale 

Road. 

(c) The pedestrian route will extend south of Ashton Vale Road to the location of the current Ashton 

Containers level crossing (also known as Barons Close level crossing).  This pedestrian and 

cycle route will be on the service road route being provided by the Ashton Vale to Temple Meads 

MetroBus scheme.  As a result of the pedestrian crossing movements, minor variations to the 

stop lines and traffic signals at Ashton Vale Road, on the western side of the level crossing, may 

also be required. 

(d) It is proposed that the pedestrian level crossing known as Ashton Containers crossing, which 

connects to the highway of Barons Close, will be permanently shut.  

A plan showing the proposed works in the vicinity of Ashton Vale Road is provided below. 

Additional Consultation for Ashton Vale Road owners and occupiers 

Whilst we will continue to consider representations already received during MetroWest Phase One’s 

Stage 2 consultation process that took place between October and December 2017, the impacts of the 

works described above may be something you would wish to provide your views on.  We anticipate that 

overall there will be limited disruption as a result of the proposed works being constructed, but we want 

to make sure that we get our approach right, so as to cause as little inconvenience as possible to owners 



and occupiers on the Ashton Vale Road Industrial Estate, as well as consider your thoughts on the 

project overall. 

We are also keen to understand the best sequencing for our construction proposals.  This will allow us to 

understand if it is better to have fewer, shorter interruptions of traffic, or whether we carry out works for a 

longer period of time, but with less impact on Ashton Vale Road. 

We have set out at Appendix 1 a series of questions we would like to receive answers on, to better frame 

our construction strategy.  We also set out here our thinking on the following points included in Appendix 

1: 

a. When is the best time of day for works on Ashton Vale Road?

We anticipate that you would prefer that we work only outside of normal trading hours and at weekends.  

It would be helpful if you could tell us what requirements you have for access between 6pm and 6am on 

a daily basis. 

b. Do you open at weekends?  Would our limiting access for periods of time at weekends substantially

affect you? 

It will help us to understand how often you do require access at weekends.  If so, is this requirement 

throughout the weekend or at set times? 

c. Would a 14  day prior notice of weekend or night time closures of the highway reduce the impact of

any temporary closure on you? 

We are considering how much notice occupiers will need of works requiring temporary closures of the 

highway, if any closures are needed for any of the proposed works. 

d. Are there any other matters that are a concern to you during the construction phase of MetroWest

Phase 1? 

Please let us know any other considerations you would wish to make us aware of. 



Consultation Documents  

To assist you, we are re-providing copies of the following consultation documents: 

1 PEIR non-technical Summary (available online at www.metrowestphase1.org/peir). 

2 PEIR (available online at www.metrowestphase1.org/peir). 

3 Formal notice of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals (enclosed with this letter) at Appendix 

3. 

Additional documents available on line at www.metrowestphase1.org are: 

1 Land plans showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

2 Plans illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

3 Plans showing the proposed Traffic Regulation Orders that will be included as part of the 

MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

4 A summary of the principal provisions of the proposed Development Consent Order. 

5 A consultation leaflet outlining the principal components of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO 

proposals. 

6 Plans showing the public rights of way to be diverted or stopped-up as part of the MetroWest 

Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7 Visualisations illustrating what illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals 

will look like at Portishead Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead 

branch line has been re-opened. 

8 The VISSIM (traffic modelling) report, available as Appendix P in Chapter 16 of the PEIR (direct 

link is https://metrowestphase1.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/appendix-p-vissim-modelling.pdf). 

9 Video simulations showing traffic impacts from the modelling are also available from 

https://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-1  

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 12 March to 13 April 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple 

Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for George 

Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 13 April 2018. 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can 

submit your views in a number of ways: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

http://www.metrowestphase1.org/peir
http://www.metrowestphase1.org/peir
http://www.metrowestphase1.org/
https://metrowestphase1.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/appendix-p-vissim-modelling.pdf
https://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-1
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, please 

contact us by email to metrowest@westofengland.org or by post addressed to James Willcock, Project 

Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-

Mare, BS23 1UJ. 

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosed:  
Appendix 1: List of questions 
Appendix 2: Previous correspondence from March 2017 and September 2017 
Appendix 3: Formal notice of the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


Appendix 1: List of Questions 

a. When is the best time of day for works on Ashton Vale Road?

We anticipate that you would prefer that we work only outside of normal trading hours and at weekends.  

It would be helpful if you could tell us what requirements you have for access between 6pm and 6am on 

a daily basis. 

b. Do you open at weekends?  Would our limiting access for periods of time at weekends substantially

affect you? 

It will help us to understand how often you do require access at weekends.  If so, is this requirement 

throughout the weekend or at set times? 



c. Would a 14 day prior notice of weekend or night time closures of the highway reduce the impact of any 

temporary closure on you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Are there any other matters that are a concern to you during the construction phase of MetroWest 

Phase 1? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Red Line Boundary changes 

 

29 March 2018 to 27 April 2018



1: Previously consulted but a redline change since October 2017 affects their land 
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Tuesday 27 March 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 
 

[Insert addressee / address of property]  

Dear  

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services.  NSDC is the promoter of MetroWest Phase 1 on behalf of itself and the three other West 

of England councils (Bristol City, Bath and North East Somerset and South Gloucestershire Councils).    

NSDC consulted with statutory consultees on the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals, as required under 

Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (the 2008 Act), in October–December 2017. This was part of our 

second round of consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) on the project. 

We are writing to you because our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest 

Phase 1 proposals has led to an alteration of the land it is believed you have an interest in within the 

project's proposed development area.   

Such land it is believed you have an interest in is shown on Sheet No. [⚫] of the MetroWest Phase 1 

Land Plan, available online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest (and updated since our Stage 2 

Consultation).  

Representations you have already made will be reported in our Consultation Report.   We will also 

consider any further representations we receive from you between now and the application for the 

Development Consent Order (DCO) being submitted, if you wish to comment on the revisions to your 

land affected by the proposals. 

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 29 March to 27 April 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple 

Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for 

George Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

As we are running further consultation now with some additional parties we identified after our October–

December 2017 consultation, it would help us if you could please reply with any comments to the 

addresses below by Friday 27 April 2018, to enable us to include your views in our Consultation Report. 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views or contact us as follows: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or 

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset 

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ. 

We look forward to hearing from you.   

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Yours faithfully  

 
James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 



2: Not previously consulted and has a proprietary (Part 1) interest 
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Tuesday 27 March 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 
 

[Insert addressee / address of property]  

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation from 29 March 2018 to 27 April 2018 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an 

interest in some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead branch 

line.  

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017.  

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in land which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents  

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard 

copy with this letter. 

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the 

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential 

environmental impacts. 

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been 

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation. 

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part 

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up 

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead 

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened. 

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as 

part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 29 March to 27 April 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple 

Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for 

George Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 29 March 

2018 to 27 April 2018.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 27 April 2018.     

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views or contact us as follows: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or 

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset 

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully  

 
James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Tuesday 27 March 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 
 

[Insert addressee / address of property]  

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation from 29 March 2018 to 27 April 2018 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an 

interest in some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead branch 

line.   

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017.  

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in or over land which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents  

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard 

copy with this letter. 

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the 

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential 

environmental impacts. 

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been 

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation. 

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part 

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as 

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up 

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. 

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead 

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened. 

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as 

part of MetroWest Phase 1. 

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 29 March to 27 April 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple 

Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for 

George Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 29 March 

2018 to 27 April 2018.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 27 April 2018.     

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views or contact us as follows: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or 

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset 

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ. 

We look forward to hearing from you.   

Yours faithfully  

 
James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Thursday 29 March 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 4 April 2018 to 4 May 2018 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an 

interest in some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead branch 

line.  

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in land which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 4 April to 4 May 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple Quay, 

Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for George 

Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 4 April to 4 

May 2018.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 4 May 2018.    

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views or contact us as follows: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully  

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Friday 27 April 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 2 May 2018 to 4 June 2018 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an 

interest in some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead branch 

line.  

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in land which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 2 May 2018 to 4 June 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple 

Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for 

George Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 2 May 2018 to 

4 June 2018.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 4 June 2018.   

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views or contact us as follows: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully  

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Template letter to Section 44 consultees (persons with an interest in land) 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [Sir / Madam] 

Ref: Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) – Title number/property address. 

Consultation from 11th June 2018 to 12th July 2018

North Somerset Council proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train services. 

Re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” as 

defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act. As a result, NSC is required to submit an application for a 

Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). NSC has formally consulted 

with you regarding its proposals. 

The principal consultation period for our proposals closed on 4 December 2017.  We are now compiling 

a report on that consultation and considering responses received.  The design of the project is  evolving.  

We currently aim to make our application to the Secretary of State in the summer of  2018.  

Since the formal consultation, the project's requirements and/or size requirements for your land has 

changed. The land in which you hold an interest has been removed from the land plans. 

Consultation Documents 

We  provided copies of the following consultation documents during the formal consultation period. 

These are  still  all available online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite 

of documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

We have now updated the land plans so you can see the extent of land now proposed to be secured. 

The updated land plans are available using the link above. 

[In addition, an extract of the land plan showing the extent of the land in which you have an interest is 

enclosed.] 

If you responded to our formal consultation then your comments will have been taken into account 

before the final application is submitted to the Secretary of State.  Your views will be reported in our 

consultation report that will form part of the application.   

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


If you wish to comment on the proposed changes to the areas of land and its effects on you please 

respond to us using the email address above or by letter to James Willcock.  Please respond to us 

within 30 days of the date of this letter to ensure your comments are considered by us before the 

application for development consent is submitted. 

If you wish to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can submit your 

views: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of

England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

Charlotte Potts 

Consultant  
Ardent Management  
On behalf of North Somerset Council 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


Template letter to Section 44 consultees (persons with an interest in land) 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [Sir / Madam] 

Ref: Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) – Title number/property address. 

Consultation from 12th June 2018 to 14th July 2018

North Somerset Council proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train services. 

Re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” as 

defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act. As a result, NSC is required to submit an application for a 

Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). NSC has formally consulted 

with you regarding its proposals. 

The principal consultation period for our proposals closed on 4 December 2017.  We are now compiling 

a report on that consultation and considering responses received.  The design of the project is  evolving.  

We currently aim to make our application to the Secretary of State in the summer of  2018.  

Since the formal consultation, the project's requirements and/or size requirements for your land has 

changed. The land in which you hold an interest has an additional requirement and additional land 

included. 

Consultation Documents 

We  provided copies of the following consultation documents during the formal consultation period. 

These are  still  all available online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite 

of documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

We have now updated the land plans so you can see the extent of land now proposed to be secured. 

The updated land plans are available using the link above. 

[In addition, an extract of the land plan showing the extent of the land in which you have an interest is 

enclosed.] 

If you responded to our formal consultation then your comments will have been taken into account 

before the final application is submitted to the Secretary of State.  Your views will be reported in our 

consultation report that will form part of the application.   

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


If you wish to comment on the proposed changes to the areas of land and its effects on you please 

respond to us using the email address above or by letter to James Willcock.  Please respond to us 

within 30 days of the date of this letter to ensure your comments are considered by us before the 

application for development consent is submitted. 

If you wish to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can submit your 

views: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of

England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

Charlotte Potts 

Consultant  
Ardent Management  
On behalf of North Somerset Council 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


Template letter to Section 44 consultees (persons with an interest in land) 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [Sir / Madam] 

Ref: Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) – Title number/property address. 

Consultation from 19th June 2018 to 21st July 2018

North Somerset Council proposes to re-open the Portishead branch line for passenger train services. 

Re-opening of the Portishead branch line comprises a “nationally significant infrastructure project” as 

defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act. As a result, NSC is required to submit an application for a 

Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). NSC has formally consulted 

with you regarding its proposals. 

The principal consultation period for our proposals closed on 4 December 2017.  We are now compiling 

a report on that consultation and considering responses received.  The design of the project is  evolving.  

We currently aim to make our application to the Secretary of State in the summer of  2018.  

Since the formal consultation, the project's requirements and/or size requirements for your land has 

changed. The land in which you hold an interest has an additional requirement. 

Consultation Documents 

We  provided copies of the following consultation documents during the formal consultation period. 

These are  still  all available online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite 

of documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

We have now updated the land plans so you can see the extent of land now proposed to be secured. 

The updated land plans are available using the link above. 

[In addition, an extract of the land plan showing the extent of the land in which you have an interest is 

enclosed.] 

If you responded to our formal consultation then your comments will have been taken into account 

before the final application is submitted to the Secretary of State.  Your views will be reported in our 

consultation report that will form part of the application.   

If you wish to comment on the proposed changes to the areas of land and its effects on you please 

respond to us using the email address above or by letter to James Willcock.  Please respond to us 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


within 30 days of the date of this letter to ensure your comments are considered by us before the 

application for development consent is submitted. 

If you wish to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can submit your 

views: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of

England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

Charlotte Potts 

Senior Consultant  
Ardent Management  
On behalf of North Somerset Council 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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9 July 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 10 July 2018 to 10 August 2018 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an 

interest in some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead Branch 

Line.  

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England Councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in land which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal Notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead Branch Line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead Branch Line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 10 July 2018 to 10 August 2018 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 

Temple Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask 

for George Morton Jack if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 10 July 2018 

to 10 August 2018.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 10 August 2018.    

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you 

can submit your views or contact us as follows: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully  

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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18 October 2018 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear [⚫] 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1)  

Consultation from 22 October 2018 to 23 November 2018 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).  As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with 

statutory consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to 

you as a statutory consultee as prescribed under Section 42 of the 2008 Act.   

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the 

West of England councils (NSDC, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council and Bath and 

North East Somerset Council), working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

You may have been contacted by PINS in connection with our proposals for MetroWest Phase 1 when 

PINS requested comments on NSDC’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report.  In 

August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1.  The Scoping Opinion has informed the EIA being carried out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the 

results to date of the EIA are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

(PEIR).   

Our second round of formal consultation under the 2008 Act (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in 

October–December 2017.  

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you may have an interest or apparatus which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional potential interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the 

proposals, we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead Branch Line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead branch line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Paper copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting NSDC by email at 

metrowest@westofengland.org, by telephone on 0117 922 4513, or by writing to James Willcock, 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, 

Bristol, BS1 6ER. A reasonable copying charge may apply, up to a maximum of £500 for the full suite of 

documents and £5 for an electronic copy on USB flash drive. 

Providing these documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 2008 Act, 

and the period for consideration and response to them will run from 22 October 2018 to 23 November 

2018.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 23 November 2018.  

If you wish to respond to this consultation or to discuss any other issues in connection with MetroWest 

Phase 1, you can submit your views: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager, West of England

Councils MetroWest, 3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER.

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours faithfully  

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Portishead and Leigh Woods Access 

 

15 February 2019 to 19 March 2019



AC_153832735_2 1 

12 February 2019 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

[Insert details of land affected]  

Dear 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 15 February 2019 to 19 March 2019 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead Branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act). As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with statutory 

consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to you as a 

person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an interest in 

some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. 

On behalf of NSDC, Ardent Management contacted you by letter dated 29 January 2019 enclosing a 

Request for Information (RFI) form in order to assist NSDC identify all persons with an interest in the land 

potentially affected by MetroWest Phase 1. NSDC wish to identify such persons so that NSDC can explain 

to them the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals and the potential impacts of these. 

In relation to your land in the Leigh Woods area, the potential impacts of the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals 

are limited to the temporary access along the access track running in a north-easterly direction from Abbots 

Leigh Road (the A369), opposite the Clifton College Sports Ground and leading to Forestry Commission's 

land. This access track is shown on the enclosed Land Plan sheets 11, 11A, 11B and 11C, extracted from 

the full Land Plan referred to below and available at www.travelwest.info/metrowest. MetroWest Phase 1's 

proposed temporary use of this access track is limited to the occasional passage of 4x4 vehicles by 

Network Rail or its contractors and/or agents. This is for inspection of rock-faces in the Avon Gorge, 

together with limited vegetation clearance. Some areas in the Avon Gorge may have small amounts of 

rock removed, or bolts inserted in to the rock, to reduce the risk of loose rocks falling on the railway below. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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This work will be carried out during the construction of MetroWest Phase 1 (the Construction Period, 

estimated to begin in late 2020- early 2021 at the earliest). 

NSDC has identified you as owning an interest in land adjacent to the access track that it is proposed 

Network Rail's vehicles will use on occasions in the Construction Period to carry out the works to the rock 

faces as described in the previous paragraph. 

The MetroWest Phase 1 proposals do not include development of the A369 for any local transport services, 

or any proposal to enter into, or use, land within the curtilage of your home or garden. 

If you would like to discuss the project's specific proposals affecting your land or seek further information 

on them, please contact Steve Yates of Ardent Management by email at SteveYates@ardent- 

management.com, or by telephone on 07825 829 315. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by NSDC 

and the West of England Combined Authority, working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western 

Railway. 

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 "Scoping Opinion", which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest- 

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in land which falls within the project's proposed development area. 

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted. 

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest: 

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

mailto:SteveYates@ardent-management.com
mailto:SteveYates@ardent-management.com
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been updated since our Stage 2

Consultation.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead Branch Line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only from 15 

February 2019 to 19 March 2019 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple Quay, Temple Back East, 

Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700. Please ask for Lorrae Hendry if seeking to inspect 

the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 15 February 

2019 to 19 March 2019. 

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 19 March 2019. 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can 

submit your views or contact us as follows: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosures: 

1. Notice under the 2008 Act.

2. Land Plan Sheets 11 to 11C.



AC_153832735_2 1 

12 February 2019 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

[Insert details of land affected] 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 15 February 2019 to 19 March 2019 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) proposes to re-open the Portishead Branch Line for passenger 

train services. The re-opening of the Portishead Branch line comprises a “nationally significant 

infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act). As a result, NSDC is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS). PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

NSDC as the promoter of the DCO is at the pre-application stage where it wishes to consult with statutory 

consultees on its proposals, as required under Section 42 of the 2008 Act. This letter is sent to you as a 

person who it is believed (further to our review of title and Land Registry information) has an interest in 

some of the land required for, or affected by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by NSDC 

and the West of England Combined Authority, working in partnership with Network Rail and Great Western 

Railway. 

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 "Scoping Opinion", which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest- 

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Our ongoing review of the land required for, or affected by, the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals suggests 

you have an interest in land which falls within the project's proposed development area. 

As a result of additional interests, such as yours, being identified as potentially affected by the proposals, 

we are now running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted. 

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest: 

1. Formal notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead branch line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the temporary TROs proposed as part

of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

7. Permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as

part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been updated since our Stage 2

Consultation.

8. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Diversions Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up

as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

9. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead Branch Line has been re-opened.

10. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead branch line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only from 15 

February 2019 to 19 March 2019 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 Temple Quay, Temple Back East, 

Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700. Please ask for Lorrae Hendry if seeking to inspect 

the documents. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 15 February 

2019 to 19 March 2019. 

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 19 March 2019. 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can 

submit your views or contact us as follows: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosures: 

1. Notice under the 2008 Act.

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Avenue, Portishead 

 

19 July 2019 to 19 August 2019
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18 July 2019 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

 [Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 19 July 2019 to 19 August 2019 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

TWO COPIES OF THIS LETTER ARE ENCLOSED. PLEASE FILL IN THE DETAILS AT THE END OF 

ONE COPY AND RETURN TO US BY POST OR EMAIL. 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) is proposing to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. It is a 

“nationally significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act). 

NSDC will submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS) later this summer. PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

We have recently identified you as a person holding an interest in some of the land required for, or affected 

by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. 

The land you have an interest in 

We are consulting with you because we believe you may: 

(a) have a right to use the drying area close to the railway; and 

(b) you may be allowed to park vehicles under the railway viaduct next to the Library. 

How MetroWest affects you 

(a) Network Rail requires access to the drying area to repair the wall supporting the railway. Network Rail 

wants NSDC to secure a permanent right over the drying area so it can access the wall in the future. After 

the initial repairs are carried out the right will be used only occasionally. 

(b) When Pill Viaduct is repaired Network Rail needs to have access to the viaduct arch and exclude 

anyone else from having access.  Network Rail will also use the area between Star Lane and the Library 

as a small compound whilst it is repairing the viaduct. This will be a temporary use only. Network Rail will 

not take a permanent right and you will be able to park on the land again once the viaduct is repaired. 

MetroWest Phase 1 
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NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West 

of England Councils, through the West of England Combined Authority (WECA), working in partnership 

with Network Rail and Great Western Railway. 

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest- 

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

Our ongoing review of the land affected by the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals shows you have an interest 

in land which falls within the project's proposed development area. 

As a result of additional interests at Crockerne House, including yours, being identified, we are now running 

a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted. 

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest: 

1. Formal Notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead Branch Line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as part of the

MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up as part of

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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8. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead Branch Line has been re-opened.

9. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 19 July 2019 to 19 August 2019 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 

Temple Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700. Please ask for 

Lorrae Hendry if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 19 July 2019 

to 19 August 2019. 

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 19 August 2019. 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can 

submit your views or contact us as follows: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

Copy Letter 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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18 July 2019 

BY FIRST CLASS POST 

 [Insert addressee / address of property] 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 19 July 2019 to 19 August 2019 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) is proposing to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. It is a 

“nationally significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act). 

NSDC will submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS) later this summer. PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

We have recently identified you as a person holding an interest in some of the land required for, or affected 

by, the proposals to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. 

The land you have an interest in 

We are consulting with you because we believe you may have a right to enter and maintain services in 

part of Quays Avenue, Portishead. 

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West 

of England Councils, through the West of England Combined Authority (WECA), working in partnership 

with Network Rail and Great Western Railway. 

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest- 

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
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Our ongoing review of the land affected by the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals shows you have an interest 

in land which falls within the project's proposed development area. 

As a result of additional interests, including yours, being identified, we are now running a targeted 

consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted. 

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest: 

1. Formal Notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead Branch Line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals. This has been

updated since our Stage 2 Consultation.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as part of the

MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up as part of

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead Branch Line has been re-opened.

9. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 19 July 2019 to 19 August 2019 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 

Temple Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700. Please ask for 

Lorrae Hendry if seeking to inspect the documents. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 19 July 2019 

to 19 August 2019. 

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 19 August 2019. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
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If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can 

submit your views or contact us as follows: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully 

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 

mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of correspondence sent for the: 

 

Additional Stage 2 Consultation: Access across Pill Memorial Club car 

park 

 

30 August 2019 to 1 October 2019

 



29TH August 2019 

BY HAND DELIVERY 

[Insert addressee / address of property] 

Title number/property address.

Dear sir/madam

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

Consultation from 30 August 2019 to 1 October 2019 

Section 42 Planning Act 2008 

TWO COPIES OF THIS LETTER ARE ENCLOSED.  PLEASE FILL IN THE DETAILS AT THE END OF 

ONE COPY AND RETURN TO US BY POST OR EMAIL. 

North Somerset District Council (NSDC) is proposing to re-open the Portishead Branch Line. It is a 

“nationally significant infrastructure project” as defined under the Planning Act 2008 Act (the 2008 Act).   

NSDC will submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINS) in the autumn of 2019. PINS will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

We have recently been notified that you may have an interest in some of the land required for, or affected 

by, the proposal to carry out improvement works to the bus stop at the Pill Memorial Club on Lodway. This 

forms part of the proposed works to improve rail replacement bus service facilities required as part of the 

proposals to re-open the Portishead Branch Line.  

The land you have an interest in 

We are consulting with you because we believe you may have an access across the Pill Memorial Club 

car park.   

The highway of Lodway is going to be slightly widened. This is to accommodate a wider footpath, dropped 

kerb and bus shelter to enable step free access from the bus stop to the reopened station at Pill. This 

requires a strip of the Memorial Club's land at the entrance to the car park.  We believe you access Lodway 

from the car park at this point.  

How MetroWest affects you 

(a) The proposed Order does not affect your house and you will still be able to access Lodway over the 

Memorial Club car park once the work is carried out.   

(b) As shown on the enclosed drawing, we propose, along Heywood Road and Lodway, to improve the 

existing bus stop located outside the Pill Memorial Club.  The works will require some of the Pill Memorial 



Club car park land to be taken for road widening.  This includes the part of the car park entrance you use 

to access Lodway.  

(c) The Pill Memorial Car Park will also be used as a construction compound during the construction of the 

altered bus stop and highway widening works.   

(d) The car park entrance will be resurfaced and this may cause some brief interruption to your access. 

NSDC will let you know when access may be restricted for the resurfacing work and will require its 

contractor to limit interruption caused during the works.   

The use of part of the Pill Memorial Club car park as a compound will be a temporary use only.  NSDC will 

not be using the Pill Memorial Club car park permanently.  A small part of the entrance will become highway 

rather than car park, but you will still be able access Lodway as you do currently.  

To provide further information about the works that may affect you we have enclosed with this letter a 

drawing illustrating the extent of the works proposed in the Pill Memorial Club car park.   

MetroWest Phase 1 

NSDC is promoting the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as Phase 1 of the wider MetroWest 

package of major rail improvements for the West of England region which are being delivered by the West 

of England Councils, through the West of England Combined Authority (WECA), working in partnership 

with Network Rail and Great Western Railway.  

In August 2015 PINS published its MetroWest Phase 1 Scoping Opinion, which can be viewed online at 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-

phase-1. The Scoping Opinion has informed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried 

out for MetroWest Phase 1, and the results of the EIA to date are reported within NSDC’s Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR).   

Consultation on MetroWest Phase 1 

Our second round of formal consultation (Stage 2 Consultation) took place in October–December 2017. 

Our ongoing review of the land affected by the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals shows you have an interest 

in land which falls within the project's proposed development area.  

As a result of additional interests at Pill Memorial Club, including yours, being identified, we are now 

running a targeted consultation with the holders of these additional interests. 

Your feedback on this consultation under Section 42 of the 2008 Act will be considered before we finalise 

our application to PINS for a DCO to authorise MetroWest Phase 1, and, along with any representations 

you may have already made, will be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  

Consultation Documents 

We are providing copies of the following consultation documents, all available online at 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest:  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk


1. Formal Notice (under the 2008 Act) of the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals, enclosed in hard

copy with this letter.

2. MetroWest Stage 2 Consultation Leaflet outlining the proposals for the re-opening of the

Portishead Branch Line as part of MetroWest Phase 1.

3. PEIR, including a Non-Technical Summary of PEIR's assessment of MetroWest Phase 1's potential

environmental impacts.

4. Land Plan showing the land required for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

5. Works Plan illustrating the proposed works for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

6. Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) Plan showing the permanent TROs proposed as part of the

MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

7. Public Rights of Way (PROWs) Plan showing the PROWs to be diverted or stopped-up as part of

the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals.

8. Visualisations illustrating what the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO proposals will look like at Portishead

Station, Pill Station and Ashton Vale once the Portishead Branch Line has been re-opened.

9. A Non-Technical Summary of the draft DCO for the re-opening of the Portishead Branch Line as

part of MetroWest Phase 1.

10. The enclosed plan showing the extent of works to the Pill Memorial Club car park is also available

online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents may be inspected free of charge on weekdays only 

(excluding Bank Holidays) from 30 August 2019 to 1 October 2019 at Womble Bond Dickinson LLP, 3 

Temple Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ, between the hours of 0930 and 1700.  Please ask for 

Lorrae Hendry if seeking to inspect the documents. 

If you have any questions regarding this consultation please call James Willcock or a member of the 

MetroWest Phase 1 team on 01934 426414. 

Providing the consultation documents is a formal part of the consultation process under Section 42 of the 

2008 Act, and the period for consideration and response to these documents will run from 30 August 

2019 to 1 October 2019.   

Accordingly, please reply with any comments to the addresses below by 1 October 2019.  

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with MetroWest Phase 1, you can 

submit your views or contact us as follows: 

• by email to metrowest@westofengland.org; or

• by post addressed to James Willcock, Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1, North Somerset

Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wN5ZBCYOWK0sk
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org


We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully  

James Willcock 

MetroWest Phase 1 Project Manager 

Enclosure: Notice under the 2008 Act. 
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